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HEN DECATUR RESIDENTS
Carrie Overhiser and
Katrina Bergbauer first
bought their 1920s bungalow four years
ago, it was for investment purposes only.
They were already living just around the

corner and thought the house—which |

had been converted into a duplex—
would be ideal as a rental property. They
knew the house needed some work, but
figured they'd be able to tackle much

of it on their own.

This 1920s Decatur bungalow
gets a remarkable makeover.
by Sarah Gleim

photography by
Erica George Dines
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But it didn't take long for them ro
realize they'd gotten in over their heads.
“We tried to get it ready to rent, but honestly
had no idea how bad it was,” Overhiser says.
“The eye opener came when a structural

engineer removed some Sheetrock and we

found severe termite damage all the way

to the second floor.”
At that point, the women knew they
couldn't rent the house out, but knew they

didn't wane to t.:,'l.l it either. For one, !]h"-'ld

ma
Special effort

was made to

re-create the
home's original
Craftsman style.

lose money; but most of all, they loved the
m‘“:',h borhood and l:"-rﬂ.'i.'i"{”".‘ the house. So
they decided to completely overhaul the
space and move in themselves. “We are
American bungalow addicts,” Overhiser
says. “We really wanted to re-create the
Craftsman-style elements of the house,
so we just thought ‘if we can afford it, lets
go for it."

So they contacred Danny Feig-Sandoval,

owner of Small Carpenters at Large, to




o —

i 1 P i i
CONnven r||_|_' nouse DACK Into a ‘-I:'.ﬂll'-.. TR

] - 1 R

e .]"-'-'I.'lll'l'lL'..I!'nl T I.f1‘:;'i'-|-. Ny, resione ano
L]

incorporate many of the ongnal Lralts
- .- — =
- ¥ ot iy ¥ I Al |.|I:'r.|i.|" 1|'i'.". |- 'y '\."\.l
. r “The house 1|'|.1'|--\.\,-\.|:'.|!_'|L'|I.'|"¢ talling apart
- - ] q .
5 when we pol there,” Feig-Sandoval says
" |
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Once those structural problems wer
fixed, Feig-Sandoval and the project’s
|||."=||_'!'||.'r, ."l'.|'ll.’lr'.-sl |-.|.|1||=|'-1'|I r.ll.l'-lu'-i rII'-'
home's design elements. The hrst change
WHS (O COonmyert r_!'-.._- LW
SepArare entryways into
one. | hey also moved
_I.||.| ':t'i"ltlr ril‘l.' SCAlNCASE,
which now ||1'..||]'.]l.""
carefully cratved stairs,
Betor 1.I:|II'|L"' .l11-.!i 1'|I."|'t1.'| l"-"r-‘
All of the home's windows

IHE KITGHEN was relocated to the back were then replaced with custom-made rep-
ol 1hie house, Ireeing up space for a private licas of the originals
bedroom and bath on the main lovel, iy x R
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While many of the home’s original de-
tails were lost in a previous fire and during
several renovations, Tom Blakely, the lead
carpenter on the job, re-created
the home's trim throughout. “All
of the new trim matches the old
exactly,” Feig-Sandoval explains.
“We were able to mill it vo match
".'i'.l'l.ill Wils |"|:.|L':|I'||||l"|' [i\l'l.:'r!'.'.“

The hnal phase of the proj-
eCt 1:1-;[111[1.%' | H.'l.i‘l'll.!ﬂtn'r'l.'
TV/sitting area that opens to
the floor below, and a small
kitchenette for morning coffee. The sec-
ond level also includes a master and guest
bedroom, and one additional bath.

Owerhiser and Bergbauer plan to eventu-

ally add a large master bath upstairs, as well

as an upper-level front porch. But for now
they say they are thrilled with the house
as it is. “The wood and crattsmanship are
fabulous,” Overhiser says. “The carpenters
really went all out. It turned our so much

better thar than we expected.” (]

THE HOME'S TWD
BATHS were also
designed to reflect the
Craftsman style.
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